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Tēnā Koutou Katoa, Greetings to you,  

VISION STATEMENT  
Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours.  We promote 

Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens.  Our College shall be a place where 
all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”. 

Some years ago our family would gather once a 
month with other families and run through the       
jungles of Brunei.  This was always an experience 
which left adults and children covered in sweat and 
often covered in mud.  The jungle was a difficult   
environment to deal with due to the heat, insects, 
snakes and plants, but it also had some wonderful 
features.  For the children, the ideal run was one 
which ended near a stream of water.  They would 
gather there to swim, play, talk and cool down.  The 
water brought them together as a community of  
happy young people, while their parents watched on, 
hydrating in their own particular way.   

I was thinking about how that water brought us all 
together when listening to John’s Gospel story of 
Jesus washing the feet of his disciples.  John uses 
water in many of the stories he tells about Jesus.  
We see water in the wedding at Cana, the Samaritan 
woman at the well, the healing of the paralytic man, 
the baptisms by John, as well as the washing of his 
disciples feet during the last supper.  We now refer 
to that as Holy Thursday and consider it to be the 
start of the Easter event.  

The symbols I usually associate with Easter are  
candles, crosses, palms, oil, incense and of course, 
chocolate!  But water is also present at Easter.  We 
see it used in the foot washing liturgy on Holy   
Thursday and the blessing of new water for baptism 
on Saturday night.  This water is used to baptise 
those who have decided to join the Catholic Church.  
And on Sunday water is blessed and sprinkled on 
the congregation after they have confessed their 
sins.  

What is it about water that draws us to use it as a 
symbol?  Is it because sixty percent of our body  
consists of water?  Is it because we need it for life? 
Is it the ability to cleanse our self and our              
environment?  Is it because we use it in so much of 
our cooking, gardening and nutrition?  All of these 
would be a good reason to use water as a symbol in 
rituals and so we do use it.   

Water can also unite us.  Children love playing in 
water, if it’s not too cold.  School students happily 
recreate in a swimming pool.  Adults offer water or a 
hot drink to visitors.  At the last supper, the washing 
of the disciples feet unified them in such a way that 
one man could no longer remain.  He had to opt out 

of the group as its mission clashed with his vision. 
But the other eleven went on to establish the most 
significant religion in the history of the world.  That 
little bit of common water slopping around in a        
ceramic bowl moving from dirty foot to dirty foot   
really got something started.  

Richard Stanton 
PRINCIPAL 

 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
(Year 7 - 13) 

Thursday 31 March and 
Tuesday 5 April 

3.30 - 5.30pm and 6.00 - 7.00pm 

How to book: 

 Go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 

 Enter the school code:  4pupw 

 Follow the online instructions 

Interviews will be 7 minutes duration for all year levels. 

The booking site is currently open, and will close off 
at 8.00am on Thursday 31 March.   

Should you have any difficulty making an appointment, 
please contact Yvette Smith at the Student Centre on: 
438 3950, Ext 202. 

HAS YOUR CONTACT  
INFORMATION CHANGED?? 

Have you moved house lately?   

Changed your phone number or email address?   

Have a new emergency contact person? 

It is vital that we have the correct up-to-date contact    
information for you and your child.  Therefore, any time 
you have a change in circumstances, please ensure you 
contact the College Office and let us know.   

Also, a lot of College information is sent out via email, 
along with our newsletters, so if you change your        
email address, please let us know. 



MARCH 
Fri 25 Good Friday School closed 

Mon 28 Easter Monday School closed 

Tue 29 Easter Holiday School closed 

Thu 31 Parent / Teacher Interviews College 3.30 - 7.00pm 

Thu 31 Kapa Haka Practice College Hall 3.15 - 7.30pm 

APRIL 
Fri 1 - Mon 4 11MAO EOTC Trip Mitimiti  

Mon 4 - Thu 7 12PED Kayak Assessment Ruakaka 

Tue 5 Parent / Teacher Interviews College 3.30 - 7.00pm 

Tue 5 Massey University Liaison Visit  9.00am 

Tue 5 Waikato University Liaison Visit  10.00am 

Tue 5 - Wed 6 Level 3 Barista Course NorthTec  

Wed 6 NCEA Information Evening & BBQ  5.30pm 

Wed 6 - Wed 27 Europe Trip   

Thu 7 Careers Roadshow  9.00 - 11.30am 

Fri 8 - Sat 9 Year 12 Social Justice Retreat Marist House 

Sat 9 Youth Mass SFX Church 6.00pm 

Mon 11 AUT Liaison Visit  9.00am 

Mon 11 Junior Speech Competitions  11.25am - 1.30pm 

Tue 12 - Wed 13 Level 3 Barista Course NorthTec  

Wed 13 Tai Tokerau Festival Otamatea High School 8.30am 

Wed 13 Victoria University Liaison Visit  9.00am 

Fri 15 Last Day of Term 1 School finishes 3.10pm  

MAY 
Mon 2 First Day of Term 2 School starts 8.45am 

UPCOMING EVENTS: Term 1 
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FUNDRAISING FOR FIJI ... 
In February a group of 25 Year 12 Pompallier students went to a justice leadership day at Caritas, the Catholic aid 
agency, in Auckland.  We learned about the challenges which less privileged people in places like Cambodia and Syria 
face, and how we can help them.  You can see some photos from the leadership day here. 

Since then, Cyclone Winston has hit Fiji, and we received an email from Caritas asking us to help with the relief effort. 
They told us that initial needs are for food, shelter (tents and tarpaulins), seeds, and farming equipment to re-plant 
destroyed crops, and that the best way we can help is by raising money. 

We have decided to fundraise by holding a buskers’ festival at school on the last three Fridays of this term.  We’ll be 
doing a sausage sizzle and selling ice creams, while students busk around the quad.  We have some amazing 
musicians at Pompallier and we hope to create a great atmosphere and have fun, while raising money for the victims of 
Cyclone Winston. 

We would like each student to bring some money on Friday 1st, Friday 8th, and Friday 15th of April, so that they can 
enjoy a sausage ($2), an icecream ($1) and give the buskers a gold coin too – ideally a $2 coin!  We hope you will 
support this fundraising activity, and we’ll let you know how much we raise for Fiji. 

Thank you! 

Pompallier Caritas Justice Leadership Group 

P.S:  You can also donate online on the Caritas website. 



SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 1, Week 8 
NSS TRACK & FIELD - RESULTS 

Our College entered 15 students who met the Northland 
Secondary Schools event criteria - 13 of these attended 
and had a good day of competition against many other 
Northlanders. 

Track: 

Liam Prosser, JB 800m – 2nd (time 2:32.06). 

Jack Ryan, IB 3000m – 2nd (time 11:16.79). 

Field: 

Anya Gross, IG Long Jump – 1st (4.59m) and IG Triple 
Jump – 1st (9.55m). 

Jeffrey-Jordyn King, IB Triple Jump – 1st (11.20m). 

Sharon Gadolo, JG Shot Put – 3rd (9.90m). 

Anya & Jeffrey-Jordyn both received a medal for their 1st 
places.  This event had the last medals to be awarded at 
NSS events from now on, as the sponsorship provision 
has changed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOTBALL TEAM TRIALS / TRAINING 

This is likely to start in Week 10 after confirmation from 
the new girls Coach and Mr Nimmo (coaching the boys). 

Could all players please be prepared with training gear/
boots for Mondays after-school (4th & 11th April). 

I will try to get an updated date/time advertised through 
the daily notices.   

***There is an Officials course in Week 1 of Term 1, 

which we would love to send interested students along to.  
Then you could assist our College teams as our “Home” 
game Referee. 

The competition starts Week 2 of Term 2 – first is the 
qualifying tournament to grade us against the other 
schools, then the first games kick-off in Week 3. 

Anyone new to the College that hasn’t already signed up 
– come and see Mrs Yorke, or make sure you attend the 
training/trials when they are advertised.  THANKS! 

YEAR 9 - 13 BASKETBALL 

We have enough boys and girls in Years 9-13 wanting to 
play this year, that we are able to make up three teams.  
The season starts next term. 

Is there a parent/caregiver/aunty or uncle, who can      
manage a team so they can compete in the weekly   
Thursday night games at Kensington Stadium? 

This person is really just to supervise, ensure injuries are 
dealt with and help the students to sub on and off the 
court.  A gear bag is issued, uniforms and draw are sorted 
through the College and a manual explaining the         
College’s expectations is provided to the wonderful      
volunteer! 

Please contact the Sport Co-ordinator if you are available.  
Many thanks ☺ 

YEAR 7 & 8 BASKETBALL 

Our Coach Jude has been in to see Mrs Yorke and     
training will start on Thursday 7th April in Week 10.     
Trainings are during lunch-time so ALL players need to 
get straight to the gym each week.  The competition starts 
next term on Wednesday 4th May. 

A fees newsletter will be sent home soon. 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

Last week Madison Brooke was away at the National 
Secondary Schools Rowing event, held at Lake Karapiro, 
competing in the U17 and U18 Single Skulls.  Her results 
were:  

1st place in the Under 17 single scull C Final. 
5th place in the Under 18 single scull B Final. 

Congratulations on your results in your short six months 
of being a rower! 

WAKA AMA REGATTA - RESULTS 

On Saturday 12th March we had a team of girls who   
competed at the Regatta in Kai Iwi Lakes.  The team was 
Cassandra Ruatu, Lei Delfin, Grace Helagi, Alex Millar & 
Teakireke Ititaake. 

The girls got 2nd in the 250m and 3rd in the 500m.       
Congratulations team!  

 

continued on page 4 ... 
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SPORTS UNIFORMS 

Uniforms are issued to players and it is their responsibility 
to wash and take care of them for the entire season.  Any 
damage or loss will incur a replacement fee. 

Netball: These will be issued to our teams on Wednesday 
and Thursday of Week 9 – after our return from Easter 
break. 

This will be just in time for the grading, which starts on 
Friday 1st April for Intermediate teams, and Saturday 2nd 
April for Collegiate teams. 

Please ensure you have been to Mrs Yorke by Thursday 
31st March to collect a uniform ☺ 

Hockey & Football: To be advised – before the first 
game on the draw. 

2016 NORTHLAND HOCKEY ACADEMY 

The Northland Hockey Academy (NH Academy) was   
established in 2000 and has been held every year since 
its inception.  The Academy is for players who want to 
improve their hockey game.  It has been Hockey      
Northland’s elite collegiate training programme and a 
number of Northland’s BlackSticks have attended the 
Academy programme, including Ella Gunson, Alana 
Millington and Stacey Michelsen.  

As with every previous year, a trial process will be used to 
establish the 2016 NH Academy squad.  This will include 
field players and goalkeepers that fit the eligibility criteria. 
The trial process is competitive and unfortunately not all 
trialists will make the final squad, though we encourage all 
invitees and trialists to come along and give it their best. 

Eligibility Criteria: 
In School Year 9 or above and under the age of 15 as at 
01.01.2016. 
Available to attend all Tuesday and Thursday sessions. 
Willing and available to help out as hockey community 
volunteer through the year. 

All trialists will be treated equal and there will be no      
automatic selection for previous Academy members.   
Selection or non-selection will not affect your current or 
future Northland or New Zealand Representative          
aspirations.   

Head Coach - Hymie Gill 
70+ games for the NZ Mens Hockey Team and current 
Northland Performance Manager. 

Assistant Coach - Lloyd Gurr 
Current Northland NHL Men’s Player and previous   
Premier Mens Club Coach. 

Assistant Coach and Goalkeeper Coach - Brad Pitman 
Current Northland NHL Men's and NZ Maori Player and 
Representative Coach. 

APPLICATIONS - http://bit.do/HNACADEMY 

 

Chantelle Yorke 
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 

438 3950 Ext 222 
chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz 
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SPORTS… continued from page 3 

VIEWING STUDENT INFORMATION 

Our Parent Portal allows parents to access some of the 
records we have for your child, like attendance,         
timetable, daily notices, pastoral notes etc.   

Click on the following link to be directed to the log-in 
page: 

http://www.pompalliercollege.school.nz/portal/ 

Logon using your child’s name: firstnamedotlastname 
(eg:  fred.flinstone) and the password they use at 
school.   

Or you can phone the College office and request the 
Caregivers logon password.  We will email this to you 
using the email address we have on our system for you. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
We have a compulsory school uniform and we 
expect that our students will wear it with pride.   

We are very proud of our College and, as our students 
are seen by members of the wider community both   
before and after school, we wish to ensure 
that our uniform is worn correctly. 

For this reason we insist on the correct 
uniform being worn to and from school, as 
well as during school hours. 

We appreciate that we are having some 
cooler days at present, however, provision 
has been made for this with several      
regulation options available; including 
jackets, polar fleeces and scarves. 

Please note that hoodies and black 
boots are not part of our uniform.  Girls are also  
required to wear white socks, NOT black. 

If you require any clarification on our regulation uniform 
items, please refer to the Uniform pages on our website:  
www.pompalliercollege.school.nz  (under Enrolment Info). 

Your assistance in enforcing that your child has the   
correct uniform is greatly appreciated. 

     Remember, if you have a student success              
you would like to share, email us at … 

          newsletter@pompallier.school.nz 
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Ākona te Reo | Learn the 
Language     

Tirohia ngā kupu i raro nei.  Karawhiua!  
Look and learn.  Give it a go! 

Kuhuna ō kākahu moe  ‐   Put on your pyjamas  

Nāu tēnei i tuhi?   ‐   Did you draw this? 

more at:  www.kupu.maori.nz 

Te Wairua o Pomapārie  

Kapa Haka practices 
Thursday 31 March ‐ 3.10pm ‐ 7.30pm 

Te Whānau o te Kura 
Pomapārie  

Upcoming Events for Māori 
Whānau 

Wednesday 6 April, 2016 

NCEA and the whānau workshop 

College Staffroom, from 5.00pm 

In collaboration with the PTFA, all families in the College are 
welcome  to  attend  a workshop,  hosted  by NCEA  and  the 
whānau, to learn about how NCEA works.   

The meeting is for parents and students.  Please bring kai to 
share. 



On Wednesday 9th of March to Friday 11th of March 
the Year 7’s went on camp to The Farm.  When we  
arrived we were welcomed by Mike, Ellen and the 
camp leaders. 

The first thing we did was put up our tents and have 
lunch then straight into our first rotation.  My first       
rotation was motorbike riding and horse riding.  One 
half of our group did horse riding and the other half  
motorbike riding.  Ellen was running the horse riding.  I 
took a horse called Nina for a walk, she was a beautiful 
creamy coloured and sweet natured horse.  We did an 
obstacle course with the horses and had to weave 
around a couple of cones.  The last thing we did with 
the horses was a relay.  The race was boys against 
girls and the girls won Yay!  Then it was time to move 
on to motorbike riding.  In motorbike riding everyone 
started on the egg which is a little training motorbike on 
a little circle track so that Mike could see our control 
and how confident we were before we went on the big 
track and on the big bike.  After a while I made it onto 
the big track it was so fun.  After our first rotation we 
headed back to camp, had some free time and cooked 
dinner.   

That night we played a game called Wolfpack - it was 
so fun.  You are in teams and you start on opposite 
ends of the camp and every five minutes you howl like 
a wolf.  When you find the other team you shout 
WOLFPACK and ambush them.  After using up all our 
energy we went to bed.   

We got up in the morning, made breakfast and headed 
to our next rotation.  My next rotation was the raft    
building and waterslide.  I don’t like to talk about what 
happened to our raft because let’s just say, what did 
happen was an epic fail, though I have a suspicion it 
may not have been down to my team entirely (dare I 
say there may have been some sabotage involved).  
We had so much fun on the waterslide it was amazing.  
The waterslide was another favourite rotation of mine.   

After an action packed morning we made our lunch and 
headed off to our next rotation.  The mud run and 
kayaking rotation was next.  The mud run was kind of 
fun except for the fact that if you walked in the wrong 
spot you could end up in mud up to your stomach.  
Kayaking was hard as we were battling against the tide 
but at the end we got to have a swim which was good.  
The water was nice and warm.   

After our third rotation it was time to cook dinner.  
When it got dark we headed down for our bonfire night.  
Mitimiti School (who were also staying at The Farm) 
came too, we had lots of fun singing and dancing.  I felt 
like I had no energy left and fell asleep the second I 
hopped into bed. 

In the morning we packed up all our gear and loaded it 
into the trailers.  The last thing that we did was the       
motorbike relays.  Parents vs students - I think the       
parents may have won.  

Now it was time to leave the farm, we headed to  
Oakura for hot chips and home baking - Yum.   

On behalf of all the Year 7 students I would like to 
thank all the parents that came on camp.  Thank you 
so much for all your help we couldn’t have gone on 
camp without you, we really appreciate your help.  I 
loved Year 7 camp!  

By Saoirse Kiely-Joyce  
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YEAR 7 ADVENTURE CAMP, 2016 



The Farm at Oakura was a great experience for the Year 7 students of Pompallier Catholic College.  The highlights of 
our camp were: motorbiking, the mud run and the waterslide.  
We also enjoyed ‘’WOLF PACK’’ and campfire at night. 
We had lovely parents to help us while we were cooking our food and completing the activities.  We really appreciate 
them taking time off work as they were a huge help on camp. 
Ellen, Mike and their team were also a big help, sorting out everything and helping us with the different activities. 
Year 7 camp was a great opportunity to try new things that everyone loved! 

By Isabella Ross 
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YEAR 7 ADVENTURE CAMP cont ... 

 


